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Pages in Time
Individual Supporters:

Lyn & Joe Rowden, Fairfield • Leonard & Donna Dow of Albion • Nelson Harding of Albion
Flood Brothers-Quality Milk since 1927

With your name listed as a “Pages in Time” Supporter you can be a visible sponsor of your community’s history. A $10 tax exempt, charitable donation
to our non-profit newspaper will list your name and town on this page. Businesses, please call Marlene at 445-2234 or 692-3040 to place your display ad.

MERLIN’S
COVE

LAKESIDE CABIN RENTAL

Sand Beach

Fully Equipped

Clean Cabins

948-2865

State Inspections
Tire Sales & Repair

After Hour Appointments Available
M-F 8 am - 6 pm

After hours towing 207-649-3566  
314 Albion Rd., Unity, ME

207-948-3400

TA’s
Automotive

Services–Sales
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR TOWING

AMULET
COUNTRY

STORE
200 Unity Road,

Albion, ME

437-2118

A.A.A. Portable Toilets
Rental and Service

Construction Sites • Fairs
Special Events • Weddings

Parties…etc.
• Handicap accessible toilets available
• #1 for prompt, clean, dependable service

Credit cards accepted
Fully insured • Free estimates

437-9345
800-335-9345

24 Quaker Hill Rd., Albion, ME 04910
www.aaaportabletoilets.com

SWAN’S

HONEY

207-437-2251
332 Bessey Ridge Rd.,

Albion, ME 04910

Karen & Lincoln Sennett
swanshoney@roadrunner.com

CONSTRUCTION

SPECIALISTS
Heavy Equipment-Earthwork-Gravel

93 Unity Rd., Albion
phone 207-437-4711

fax 207-437-2494

LEE
BROS., INC.

“50 Years of Experience”
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Commercial • Industrial
Farms • Homes

Pump Sales and Service
For more information call

Dee & John Perry
938-4101

195 Great Moose Drive,
HartLand,
ME 04943

F.A.L. GARAGE D
O
O
R
S

SALES ■ SERVICE ■ INSTALLS

■ Residential
■ Commercial

■ 1117 Main St.
■ PO Box 635
■ Clinton, ME 04927

Tel: 426-8695
Fax: 426-9013

“We Take
Pride in
Quality”40 Benton Plaza

Benton

453-8346

Locally Owned & Operated ~ 
Customer Satisfaction since 1973

“If it’s Trash, We Do It!”
Call 24 Hours a Day
1-800-549-8257

www.centralmainedisposal.com

$CASH$
Available to

BUY or LOAN for your GOLD
Good Condition or Damaged

CHAINS, RINGS, PENDANTS,
COINS, CHARMS

Val Shell’s Pawn Shop
3 Spring St. Connector,
Waterville, Me 04901

873-6324

Graphic Design • Digital Printing
Custom Apparel • Vinyl Stickers 

2
4
2
-
1
4
4
1.
c
o
m

Absolute
Advertising

MOVED
660 Hallowell Rd.,

Chelsea

242-1441

Publisher of
Maine Books
126 Main Street

PO Box 501

Unity Me 04988

948-2208

fax 948-9000

www.northcountrypress.com

North
Country
Press

Albion
Lions
ClubTo Donate

Auction Items or for
Membership
Information

Donna Dow, President
437-4151

Ask about
Our Checking Accounts

with BIG Rewards
– All Points Checking

THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE
We invite you to become a member:

Branches in Belfast, Unity,
Baileyville, Bangor, Bowdoinham,
Calais, Machias and Richmond.

w w w . d o w n e a s t c u . c o m

(207) 948-6520
NewellTeam@tcreal.com

P0 Box 501
Unity ME 04988

Your Local Agents
Don  &  EEmiily  Newell

Elijah Parish Lovejoy of Albion was “freedom of the press” pioneer
by Lyn Rowden with research by
Edward E. Cogswell

Native son of Albion and Colby
College graduate,  Elijah Parish
Lovejoy became, in 1837, aboli-
tion’s first martyr, fighting for
freedom of the press.
Elijah, the son of an Albion min-

ister, in 1835 edited a religious
paper, The Observer, in St.
Louis, Missouri. Lovejoy, hating
slavery, attacked it: “The cry of
the oppressed has entered...into
my soul so that while I live I can-
not hold peace.” 

His stance against lynching,
mob rule, and a judge who sup-
ported them, offended  the citi-
zens of pro-slavery St. Louis.
They sacked The Observer,
tossing the press into the
Mississippi.

In 1836, clergymen invited
Lovejoy to Alton, Illinois, danger-
ously split between the pro-slav-
ery Mint Juleps and abolitionists.
When the press arrived by river-
boat, was unloaded, and left
unprotected as Lovejoy attended
church, Mint Juleps dumped it in
the river.

Supporters purchased a new
press. As abolitionism strength-
ened, the paper’s circulation
grew. Lovejoy was accosted and
harm threatened. The office was
sacked the press destroyed
again and again.

A show of arms seemed the
only way to preserve the press
free. Congregations of abolition-

ists were guarded by guns.
Bricks were hurled. Assailants
breaking into Lovejoy’s house
were fought off by his younger
brother, Owen. When thugs
came for Lovejoy he leveled his

rifle and threatened to open fire.
At a meeting to halt violence

and keep freedom of the press,
Lovejoy testified, “I have asked
for nothing but to be protected in
my rights as a citizen...This right
was given me by my Maker; and
is solemnly guaranteed to me by
the Constitution... Why am I way-
laid every day...my life in jeop-
ardy every hour?...If the civil
authorities refuse to protect me, I
must look to God, and if I die, I
have determined to make my

grave in Alton.”
Businessmen and Mayor Krum

prohibited the paper’s publica-
tion, with no enforcement except
mob rule. With a new press arriv-
ing, Krum said Lovejoy could

defend it but
would not stop
the mob.

The press
arrived at 3 a.m.,
escorted to a
stone ware-
house. Under the
command of War
of 1812 veteran
Captain Enoch
Long, 60 men

came, many, just to protect free
press. By nightfall only Lovejoy
and 18 others stood guard. News
reached the bars where Dr.
Horace Beall urged a march on
the warehouse. Long erroneous-
ly ordered the defenders to hold
fire. The small gang could have
been dispersed, but it became
re-enforced with drunks and the
support of leading citizens. 

The attackers demanded the
press’ surrender. Lovejoy

refused, summoning Krum, who
fled when his hat was shot. A
minister’s wife tolled the church
bell frantically, for help that never
came. 

“Kill every damn abolitionist in
town!” shouted Beall. Riflemen
fired while mobsters set ladders
against walls. Torchbearers set
the roof afire. Lovejoy, with two
others, fought the blaze.
Silhouetted by moonlight and
flames, they made easy targets.
Lovejoy, hit in the chest by a
blast of buckshot, stumbled
inside, crying, “I am shot, I am
shot. I am dead!” The mob
surged in and destroyed the

press. 
Two supporters guarded

Lovejoy’s body. His riderless
horse trotted home; at dawn
friends carried his body home,
followed by jeering crowds. He
was placed in a plain pine box
in the parlor. It was his thirty-
fifth birthday.

The secret funeral left a
barely marked grave. A road,

cut through the cemetery, obliter-
ated the site. Rediscovered in
1864 it was moved, with a marble
memorial inscribed, “Here lies
Lovejoy. Spare him now in his
grave.”

Lovejoy’s death shook New
England. “A shock as of any
earthquake throughout this conti-
nent,” John Quincy Adams stat-
ed. New York’s Evening Post
warned: “To say that he who
holds unpopular opinions must

hold them at the peril of his life...is
to strike at all rights, all liberties,
all protection of law.” Bostonians
offered to rebuild The Observer,
rallying for free press for aboli-
tionists. Owen, a brilliant aboli-
tionist, became the antislavery
Congressman from Illinois.  

Albert Rowe, of Albion, born in
1842, enlisted in the Civil War’s
19th Maine Infantry, as a private
in Company G. He fought in
Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, and
others and was at the surrender
at Appomattox Court House.
Albert lived until 1911, and is
buried in South Cemetery, Pond
Road, Albion. In 1905, his son,
Asher Addeus Rowe, with horse
and wagon, moved a 1300 pound
chunk of granite from the hearth
of Lovejoy’s home on Lovejoy
Pond, to Colby College, in Elijah’s
honor. It was dedicated in 1921
with a plaque and rests near the
flagpole in front of the library.

The hearthstone from the Elijah
Parish Lovejoy house is now a
memorial to him at Colby
College.   Photos by Edward Cogswell


